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N E W S L E T T E R        JUNE 2010 
Programs at the school: 

Our aim is to provide an environment where we can develop people’s confidence and ability by teaching 

skills in observation, drawing and painting techniques at every level. 
This is done through both short, intensive lessons and four, eight week term classes each year. 

 

GALLERY 

We have a gallery which I have updated with new lighting ready for an exhibition before  the end of the year. 

This is also aimed at giving the artists an opportunity to exhibit and sell their work. It’s a great experience to 

see your own work hanging in an exhibition and a wonderful opportunity for people collecting botanical art. 

 

ARTISTS 

We have a team of very dedicated teachers each with special abilities to share and pass on their skills to all of 

the students with a patience and generosity. These artists are Fiona McKinnon, Heather Rankin, Stephe Goss 

and Helen Gunnersen. We also have some extremely talented artists amongst the students and the inspiration 

they all give one another is fabulous. 

 

Many people think that it is a simple task to paint a botanical study, but it really takes years to refine the 

observational skills and to master the drawing and painting techniques necessary to produce an exquisite 

study. It’s a great joy for me to see so many who are putting in the extra time and effort, in class and at 

home, to develop these skills.  

 

PARKING PASS MISSING: I wonder if you would all take a look in your cars, to see whether the Shipley 

St. parking  pass has been left there. 

It’s easy to forget to bring it in before you go home, but we do need to have it returned. . Thank you. 

 

GOVERNMENT  HOUSE FLORILEGIUM:  Is well on track with many thanks to an incredible job done by 

Joanna Brownell  collating the artist biographies and  presented them to our publishers to edit. Joanna also 

worked hard on checking all of the plant descriptions and then many thanks also to John Patrick who 

thoroughly worked through all of the details.  

Publication should be in September, so that will be very exciting. 

It has been a tremendous attitude exhibited by all of the artists with 100% support of the concept and the 

project. Once again, my deepest thanks to you all for your generosity.   

 

NATIONAL TRUST DIARY. 

My thanks to Liz Cunningham for selecting and proofing the many paintings that will be included in the 

diary for 2011. This task has taken many days to get it all ready to be printed. 

The diary should be available early in September too, so please let us know as soon as possible if you wish to 

purchase copies. Hundreds of images were submitted, and as only 56 can be used.   Selection was from 

paintings by artists who attended the school during the past 6 months. Sadly that means many other beautiful 

works had to be omitted. 
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EXHIBITION of DAVID HENDERSONS  VIEWS OF VENICE and ROME 

Dates: Tuesday 17
th

 to Monday 23
rd

. August 

 

Last year, David’s studio was in a “little palace” in a wealthy part of Venice and some interiors of this 

mansion will be featured in his solo exhibition at Villa Mulberry.  

“I was lucky enough that my painter friend made the living room of his 15
th

. Century house available as a 

studio for a while in the summer” said David, an internationally renowned Australian artist who divides his 

time between QLD and Italy. 

Since 1995 David has spent 6 months lecturing and guiding for Australians Studying Abroad and then 

returns to Brisbane where he teaches painting, drawing and art history.In addition to his many solo 

exhibitions in Brisbane, Sydney and London, David has not exhibited in Melbourne since 2005 so we are 

delighted to welcome him to Villa Mulberry. 

WEBSITE: www.davidhenderson.com.au 

 

 TERM CLASS NOTES FROM TEACHERS  
HEATHER WHITTLE 

Wednesday morning class: As usual, the term has raced by. Consumed by our passion for Autumn fruit, the 

class has created some beautiful work. 

We covered Mangosteen, Pears, Quinces, Acorns, Aubergine and a few other things!! 

 

NB: Please note CHANGE  in Day format for TERM 3: 

During Term 3, our classes will be a FULL day  on every second FRIDAY for the first part of the term and 

then will revert back to Wed. am for the last two weeks.  

Our Friday classes will be fun and fruitful, having a full day to devote to painting all things botanical! 

Our first lesson will be leaves. Please bring leaves which you always find to be a serious challenge! 

Kind regards, Heather 

 

FIONA MCKINNON 

Drawing.  Wed 1-4 

Term 2 has been colourful as we have concentrated on working with a variety of coloured pencils, 

bold, chalky or waxy types, through to fine ,harder ones. 

Next term I would like students to concentrate on ONE more complex study (media up to you). So 

please keep your eyes open for an especially appealing plant in a pot, or something that will last.   

  

 New INTRODUCTORY Class : Thursday 1.30-4.30pm 

We will gradually immerse ourselves in a variety of skills employed by artists, from line, tonal and textural 

drawing, foreshortening and perspective, to some basic watercolour experience. At the same time you will 

discover  lots about plants , drawing techniques and how we perceive the natural world. 

Please bring: A3 acid free sketchbook or visual diary. 

                       2H,HB and 2B pencils  (all the same brand please) 

                      Eraser , sharpener, small clear plastic ruler or set square.  

 Kind regards, Fiona McKinnon 

 

HELEN GUNNERSEN 

I am challenged weekly to introduce another idea to the class, to be tried in class and then to be  
practiced at home  or anywhere and anytime in our sketchbooks. 

There is an infinite amount of material in books and on the web about drawing and painting. It is up to us to 

utilize this. I see my job as NOT teaching drawing and painting, although I am happy to help where I can, 

but more as a facilitator to working in sketchbooks and to making it become the incredibly enjoyable pastime 

that it can be. 

This term we covered a number of different exercises in our sketchbooks.. The first, incredibly important 

one, was in the use of a border, which is probably more particular in a sketchbook. A visual diary/   

sketchbook, involves the use of drawing, painting and writing,and depending on how it is arranged            (2) 



..on thepage, can look particularly attractive, hence the decision to use (or not use), lines, boxes or 

background colour. We touched on the use of colour, watercolour pencils, pen and wash techniques, figures, 

skies,working without drawing first, and then tried to put it all into practice by going outside and drawing the 

Harbourmasters house at the end of Shipley St. We all found it much more difficult than we thought it would 

be! 

In the end, it is all about getting out and doing it! The more you do, the sooner you get there. And in a 

sketchbook there is no such thing as a mistake! 

You will be advised as to a change of times for Helen’s Term 3 classes. 

Please indicate if you wish to join these classes on the form at the end of the newsletter. 

Regards 

Helen  

 

 

JENNY PHILLIPS 

I’ve had a wonderful time taking the students through different subjects each week, each requiring a  

slightly different approach and set of skills.  

We have been challenged at times, and I think in doing pages of these small studies, the artists have 

become very much more aware of the importance of observation, lighting and composition.  

Next term we will do a study of a particular plant in a pot. We will be going through the full botanical 

information, sketching and painting, and this should produce some very interesting and beautiful 

works.  

There is to be a 5 week break between term 2 and 3, so I hope you have a wonderful holiday and come 

back with lots of drawings or thoughts on your next masterpiece! 

Love to all.  

Jenny 

 

 

MATERIALS LIST 

Please read carefully:  

It is essential that participants have all of the basic materials listed below WHEN COMING TO 

INTENSIVES OR TERM CLASSES. 

This is a very basic list, but it is sufficient for you to have.We can have them here for you to purchase if 

necessary. 

Brushes: Round , sable watercolour brushes with very fine points. Sizes, 2 and 4. 

               Size 8, round with very good point. Can be half sable/half synthetic such as the Pro Arte series 100 

brushes, which we stock here. 

               W&N Artisan, short flat Bright. Size 4 or 6. This is not essential, but can be useful if used 

correctly.(You may have difficulty finding this so I will try to have some here for you if needed. 

Paints: I use W&N artist watercolour paint in the following colours. You may use other brands of paint, but 

they MUST be ARTIST QUALITY. 

Colours: Cerulean Blue, French Ultramarine, Cadmium Red, Permanent Rose, Cadmium Yellow, Cadmium 

Lemon, and Chinese White.  

Paper: Arches 300 gsm, hot pressed (smooth), rag paper. One sheet should be enough.  

  Tracing paper: I will have that available for you.  

Pencils: 1 x HB pencil, 1 x 2H pencil and 1 x 2B pencil. These must all be the same brand. 

Pencil Sharpener: I small metal sharpener. 

Ereaser: 1 x kneadable,  1 x firm white rubber ereaser.  

 Piece of fine white cotton cloth. Please make sure this immediately soaks up any water dropped upon it. 

Palette: Michael Wilcox watercolour palette.  

 

*IF you need any of these materials please let me know beforehand and I can organize them for you to 

purchase. It will save a lot of fuss if this can be pre-arranged.  
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JULY INTENSIVES 

1) 5DAYS WITH Jenny Phillips. July 5th to the 9th. $550.00 (incl gst)  
This class is fully booked, but if you wish to be on a waiting list then please contact me. 

Subject to be chosen closer to the date as I want to do something “Fabulous” that is available at the time and 

that I can be sure of finding.  

Participants: Jennifer Sutton,  Yoko Sakai,  Pat Stockwell, Rosemary Crick ,Sally Withers, Jan Miles, Anne 

Saville,  Justine Newport, Dr. Marcelle Stirling, Setsuko Stevens, Fay Fyffe, Judy Reynoldson, Irene Blair, 

Beth McAnoy, Susie Sandaver, Sandy Gadd, Gaye Paulusz, Vicky Johnston. 

Intensives  continued: 

 

 

 2.    5 DAYS WITH JENNY PHILLIPS    July  12
th

 to the 16
th

.  $550.00 (incl gst) 

There is 1 space still available if you wish to join the class please email or phone.  

Participants booked: 

Linda McKay, Trish Bourke, Ruth Walter, Jenny Nitchie, Marcia Devincentis, Shirley Whittington, Judi 

Hughes, Marg Murphy, Helen Nutt, Wendy Dwyer, Mignon Mant, Vicki Geytenbeck, Jean MacDonald, Pam 
Meinhardt, Christine Pain, Val Tonkin. Mary Hare, Helen McLaren 

Subject not yet decided as I am waiting to find something fabulous !  

 

3. A little Introduction to Botanical art .  22-23rd  JULY. Fiona McKinnon 
10 am-3,30 pm.  Cost: $176.00(inc gst) 

These 2 sessions are for the curious-those who have wondered whether they may like to learn botanical art, 

but are not sure, and would like to know more about its creation. 

Using pencil and watercolour, we will work through some basic principles and techniques to produce studies 

of leaves, fruit and flower. (This is not a substitute for the comprehensive Introductory Course) 

Some equipment will be provided on the day, but please bring the following:  

                           A3 sketchbook or visual diary 

                            2H, HB and 2b pencils  (all the same brand please) 

                           Eraser 

                            Sharpener.     And MOST important-lunch! 

Intensives : cont. 

 

4. Sept. 11th. - 12th.   Painting a large subject with Stephe Goss. 
Sat. and Sun. 10am.-3.30 pm. Cost $165.00 

Stephe will take you through the enjoyable experience of painting an oversized subject . This helps 

enormously in widening your experience with watercolour . 

 

Please make sure you have the materials listed at the top of the INTENSIVES section, and if you don’t then 

let us know so we can have them here for you to purchase. 

 

Helen Gunnersen..Sketchbooking. ..Please indicate your interest in this, on return form at back of newsletter. 

 

EXHIBITION 

Friends of the RBG Exhibition 6
th

 – 22
nd

 of November. At Domain House  in  Dallas Brooks Drive. 

 Submission  Entries to be in by the 27
th

 of August. And delivery of paintings for selection on Mon 6
th

. Sept.   

 

I do hope many of you are planning to exhibit in this exhibition. It should be wonderful. 
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PLEASE RETURN THIS SECTION, WHEN COMPLETED, TO: 1a Shipley Street, South Yarra, Vic. 

3141 

* But please keep a record of dates in your diary 

Please tick bracket box and return with a $50 deposit (or pay in full) to ensure your place. 

 

2010 TERM 3 WEEKLY CLASSES  (8 classes per term)  Classes start Tues, JULY 27
th

 – Sat, SEPT 19th 

 

                                 [Please tick]      

TUES. JULY 27
th

 – Tues. SEPT 15th   [   ] 10:00 am – 1:00 pm Painting with Jenny Phillips   

 $363 

   $363……   [   ] 1:30 pm – 4:30 pm  Painting with Jenny Phillips 

  

*WED.am start on Friday 6 AUG.,20
th

. AUG and 3
rd

. SEPT. them back to Wed am for the last 2 weeks.  

 -              $363                             [   ] 9:30 am – 4.00 pm   Painting with Heather Rankin      

  

WED pm.JULY 28-15
th

. SEPT    [   ] 1:00 pm – 4:00 pm   Drawing with Fiona McKinnon $363  

                                                                                                                                        

THUR. JULY 29th . 16
th

 Sept        [   ] 10:00 am – 1:00 pm Painting with Jenny Phillips $363  

 

                                             (   )   1.30pm  -  4.30 pm  Intro to Botanical Art with Fiona McKinnon $363 

                                                   

SAT. JULY  31
st
 – SEPT 18

th
.   [   ] 10:00 am – 1:00 pm   Painting with Jenny Phillips  $363 

 

(Note: SEPT 18
th

. class will run from 10:00am – 4:00pm as there will be no class on the  11
th

.SEPT Due to      

Steph’s  intensive) 

*********(   ) I would like info re Helen Gunnersen’s Sketchbooking classes. 

INTENSIVES 

JULY  5th.-9th.  [   ] 10:00am – 4:00pm    5 Days painting with Jenny Phillips  .  $550  

JULY 12
th

.-16
th

.          (   ) 10.00am-  4.00pm   5  Days  paintings with Jenny Phillips $550  

JULY 22
nd

. -23
rd

.     [   ] 10:00am – 3.30pm.  A Little Introduction to Botanical Art with Fiona McKinnon

                                                                                                        $176 

SEPT 11
TH

. -12
TH

.    [   ] 10:00am – 4:00pm. Large Format with Stephe Goss  $ 165 

  
Please complete with deposit of $50.00 (cheques payable to Jennifer Crompton) or Credit Card details 

below:  

Name:   ……………………………………………………………….. 

Address:   

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

      

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Tel:      …………………………………………  Mobile:     

………………………………………… 

Email:      ……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

CREDIT CARD [   ]   Visa   [   ]   Master Card 

           Cardholder Name:  (please print) 

Card Number   _  _  _  _  /   _  _  _  _  /   _  _  _  _  /  _  _  _  _                    

Expiry Date    _  _  /  _  _         _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _   

 

Customer signature:  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _       Date: _  _  _  _  _  _       Amount 

paid:  _  _  _  _   

Please keep a copy of your bookings 
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